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FOREWARD

All children, including children with disabilities, deserve the fullest
educational experience. This includes, to the maximum extent
possible, the right to be involved in and meet the same challenging
expectations that have been established for all children.

The State of Wisconsin has established-a statewide assessment system
based on model academic content standards to determine progress of
children. The Department of Public Instruction recognizes there are
unique challenges in involving all children with disabilities in the
assessment system and has issued a number of documents to assist
district staff in their meaningful participation. A publication
“Educational Assessment and Accountability for All Students” by
Stephen Elliott, Ph.D., UW-Madison, is available to help educators
become familiar with Wisconsin’s Assessment System, as well as the
valid use of testing accommodations and alternate assessment.

This document extends the performance indicators for the model
academic content standards to provide examples of meaningful
measures of progress for some students with disabilities. Dr. Elliott
and Margo Gottleib, Ph.D. Illinois Resource Center, contributed to the
development of Alternate Performance Indicators in Wisconsin.” In
addition, each of the contributors, listed later in the document, is to be
commended for their dedication to the vision of meaningful, positive
participation for all children in Wisconsin.
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THE ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT PROCESS

In the fall of 1998, the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) issued Bulletin 98.14 that
described the DPI guidelines for complying with the assessment provisions of the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). According to department policy, Individualized
Education Program (IEP) teams are responsible for determining how a student with a disability
will participate in standardized statewide and district assessments. IEP teams must make this
decision based on several factors including a student’s present level of education performance,
IEP goals and objectives, and the content and format of the standardized test. IEP teams must
collect multiple pieces of evidence such as classroom work samples, teacher or parent reports,
and classroom observations to make decisions about participation in the standardized
assessment.

Participation in general statewide and district assessments for students with disabilities is not an
all or nothing decision. Options for participation in such assessments include that the student:
e participates without accommodations ,

e participates in all or portions (some of the content areas) of assessment with
accommodations as needed; participates in an alternate assessment process for remaining
portions (content areas)

 participates in an alternate assessment process for all portions (content areas)

If the IEP team determines a student should participate in an alternate assessment process, the

review process and data used can serve as the alternate assessment if the following criteria are

met:

e the data are recent, reliable, and representative of the student’s current academic
performance '

e the data are aligned with the Wisconsin Model Academic Standards (WMAS) or district
developed standards

e the analysis of the data is summarized and shared with the student’s parents in a meaningful
way

One way to align IEP goals and objectives and the alternate assessment process with the
WMAS is to use alternate performance indicators (APIs).




WHAT ARE ALTERNATE PERFORMANCE INDICATORS?

Alternate performance indicators (APIs) are extensions of the academic content standards for
all students. They describe how students with disabilities may demonstrate learning associated
with designated content and performance standards aligned with the Wisconsin Model
Academic Standards (WMAS) or district-developed standards. APIs can serve as a framework
for constructing a detailed review for the students who participate in the statewide assessment
system through an alternate assessment process for some portions or the entire test. APIs are
also intended to assist Individualized Education Program (IEP) teams in communicating with
parents and educators about a student’s current level of performance relative to the academic
content standards.

DEVELOPING APIs (THE PROCESS)

Teams of educators throughout the state developed sample APIs using the 4™ grade
performance standards in Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies. After reviewing
the 4™ grade performance standards, the teams identified the population of students the APIs
would be used with and determined how the standards would be expressed for this population.
They then used the process of “backward mapping” to develop APIs. During this process each
team first identified the specific skills and knowledge that led to mastery of performance
standards from the WMAS. After identifying the fundamental skills leading up to mastery of a
4™ grade performance standard (e.g., reading), the team then identified the knowledge and
skills appropriate for the student, based on that student’s present level of educational
performance. : ' :

For each performance standard, the sample APIs in language arts, mathematics, science, and
social studies offer specific examples of various avenues teachers may use to illustrate how
students with disabilities utilize the knowledge and skills associated with a.model academic
content standard. The sample performance activities and tasks specify what the students may
actually carry out to demonstrate their proficiency in that body of knowledge or skill.
‘Performance activities and tasks are classroom-based.

The sample APIs provided at the end of this document for each content standard are not an
exhaustive list but merely examples of the conceptual knowledge and skills associated with
standards that are to be demonstrated by students with disabilities. The samples were designed
to assist IEP teams in developing IEP goals taking into consideration how these goals are
consistent with standards set for all students.



To facilitate the process of designing APIs and activities/tasks, the teams utilized a uniform
format, in the form of a chart, for all four content areas. The planning chart enabled team
members to work together, follow a logical sequence of steps, and document alignment among
the performance standards, APIs, alternate performance activities/tasks and data sources. The
reproducible chart is on Page 6 for district and school use.

The Statewide Alternate Assessment work group used 4" grade standards when developing the
sample APIs for the sample population they identified. Depending on the population
identified, districts may need to develop APIs at other grade levels and other tools that may be
used to align IEP goals, objectives, and the alternate assessment process. :

When developing APIs, teams need to be familiar with the content and performance standards
from both the Wisconsin Model Academic Standards as well as any local standards developed
by the district. Using the chart provided, the content standard is stated at the top of the page
with four columns beneath it. The first column, on the left hand side, is a performance
standard followed by (a) sample APIs, (b) sample alternate performance activities/tasks, and
(c) sources of data. From each performance standard, one to three sample APIs and one to
two sample alternate performance activities/tasks are generated. For each activity/task, the
data source (whether information is gathered from student work samples, direct observation, or
tests) is identified. (The math areas have this column completed to give readers an idea of how
teams could fill in this portion of the chart).

Districts that want to develop their own APIs or modify the examples provided should engage
in self-evaluation to determine the fit among their students, curriculum, instruction, and
assessment prior to creating activities or combining related ones to create alternate
performance assessment tasks. (See Page 5 for questions to consider when evaluating the
quality of APIs and activities.)

For further information or questions regarding the development of the sample APIs and the
alternate assessment process, please contact Sandra Berndt, Education Consultant, DPI at (608)
266-1785.

This information and information regardmg assessment of students with disabilities can be
accessed through the internet:

http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/dpi/dlsea/een/
Testing and Assessment
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER WHEN EVALUATING THE QUALITY OF
ALTERNATE PERFORMANCE INDICATORS AND ACTIVITIES

Is the Alternate Performance Indicator (API)...

1. Al.igned with a Performance and Content Standard from the Wisconsin Model
Academic Standards?

2. Appropriate for the student based on his or her present level of educational
perforrnance?

3. Related to the student’s educational program?

4. Stated clearly?

5. Observable and measurable?

6. Applicable across different instructional contexts and settings?

7. Applicable to a variety of student activities and tasks? -

Are the activities and tasks used to measure each Alternate Performance
Indicator (API)...

1. Consistent with me API?

.2. Descriptive of what the student needs to do?

3. Engaging and challenging for the student?

4. Representative of the possible range of student performance?
5. Sensitive to the unique needs of the student?

6. Able to be incorporated into the student’s daily instruction?

1i
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